
GEORGE L. ATKINS 

1976 - 1980 

George Atkins was the mayor of his hometown of Hopkinsville when he ran for and 
won the office of state Auditor in 1975 at the age of 35. Atkins was a persistent 
critic of Governor Julian Carroll challenging his use of state-owned aiiplanes for 
personal use and repeatedly calling for inquiries into the spending practice of the ad­
ministration. 

The budget for the Auditor's office in 1970 was $200,000. In 1977 it was $760,000 
and in 1979 (Atkins' last year in office) it was $1.6 million. The August 1981 issue 
of "Kentucky Monthly" credited Atkins with "increasing the efficiency and clout of 
the office by issuing new guidelines, planning for computerization, and adding high-
ly trained employees" during his administration. 

A former University of Kentucky basketball player, Atkins ran for Governor in 1979, 
but decided to withdraw from the race to support John Y. Brown. Brown, upon being 
elected Governor, appointed Atkins to the powerful cabinet post of finance secretary 
and later cabinet secretary.

Atkins earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Kentucky in 1963. He attended the Yale School of Management, 
Executive Management Program, in 1986.  

Atkins later joined Humana, Inc., at its- cotporate headquarters in Louisville as 
senior vice-president of public affairs and chief lobbyist. In that position he had 
responsibility for developing and managing legislative and public relations activities 
which affected the operation of the corporation at the federal and state levels. He 
served as a member of the board of governors of the Federation of American Health 
Systems and as chaiiperson of FedPac, a political action committee. 

Humana fired Atkins in 1992 when a federal grand jury probe of corruption in state 
government led to Atkins' involvement in the 1990 Humana Bill. The bill would 
have allowed Jefferson County hospitals to expand without-state approval. (The bill 
was later declared unconstitutional). Atkins paid Senator Helen Garrett $15,000 
(supposedly for a five-page study of Humana's relationship with the General 
Assembly). Senators Garrett and Patti Weaver switched to "yes" votes and ensured 
passage of the bill. 
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